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Faith is Substance 
In the hills of Swansea, Wales, a large stone stands on the grounds 
of the old Bible College of Wales.  Inscribed deeply into that 
stone are the words “Jehovah Jireh"(God who provides) and on 
the other side, “Faith is Substance.”   Rees Howells, founder 
of BCW, exemplified a remarkable life of faith accompanied by 
astounding miracles of God’s provision. His life has inspired Erin 
and I to believe God for big things.

The Tent Of Meeting

For several years now, we have been on a journey of faith praying 
for a specific piece of property that we believe God has laid His 
hands upon for His own purposes and glory.  Many of you are 
aware of the Tent of Meeting which I and Jean Luc Sprunger use 
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Family News 

Mahayla will be  
9 soon. She’s 
finishing up 
grade 3.  She was 
baptized this year 

by Don and likes to attend 
prayer meetings with her Dad 
where she prays alongside the 

adults.   

Mercy is 5 and 
growing by 
leaps and 
bounds.  She 
loves collecting 

eggs every morning from our 
chickens.  Mercy is physically 
tough, yet  sensitive in heart. 
She would make a hardy 
missionary some day. 

Katelyn is 3.  
She’s smart, 
energetic, and 
we see an early 
gifting in music 
with this little 

one.   
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with men as a place of retreat, prayer for awakening, and 
discipleship. The Tent is located on the same property.   That 
story is a miracle in itself and one we love to tell.

We want to share another miracle!  Yes a miracle!  The miracle of 
how God does answer prayer and helps us in our weak faith.  
Nothing is impossible with God!

Erin and I felt strongly led of the Lord this year to take a big step 
of faith forward.  We sensed it was time to approach the owner of 
the farm where the Tent of Meeting is, and ask if it might be 
possible to use the main house as a spiritual retreat centre for 
those who are seeking God, or struggling to know God.

The Retreat Centre 

There were a lot of jitters leading up to the meeting where we 
shared the proposal. Through prayer, a rest came over us as God 
reminded us, it was in His hands not ours.  We were simply going 
to speak on behalf of what we sensed God was saying. Acting as 
an agent of God is a lot easier than taking the whole burden on 
yourself.  

By God’s amazing hand, the owner was pleased with our vision 
and has offered his beautiful, huge farm house on a rent free-basis 
so long as we use it to help others and glorify God. He does not 
live in the house and thus the house was available.

The farm sits on an absolutely magnificent piece of property 
forming a peninsula with the Saint John River on one side and the 
Oromocto River on the other.  2 Kms of paved walking trail runs 
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AWAKE 
Prayer Conference 
Uniting the Greater Fredericton 
Area In Earnest Prayer for Revival 

Sat, Oct 15th

Lincoln Baptist Church 


“Pray for the city”, was something 
the Lord spoke to me about upon 
our return from Africa.  Its been 
part of our calling here in 
Fredericton for several years.  
We’ve been praying for 
awakening privately, at the tent, 
and in the churches wherever we 
go.   

Now,  with Lincoln Baptist, we will 
be organizing a city-wide 
gathering for fasting and prayer 
called AWAKE on October 15th.   
The entire day will be given to 
prayer and fasting.   

There is a strong undercurrent 
across denominations in the 
Fredericton area, a movement of 
prayer for awakening. Many 
groups are not aware of other 
groups who are under the same 
burden of God.  This will be an 
opportunity to gather the prayer 
warriors of the city.   

No revival has ever taken place 
without travailing prayer by 
desperate people who see the 
late hour we are in.   

Nothing disturbs the Devil more 
than the prayers of the Saints.   
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along the river on the property.  The 600+ acres include 
marshlands (perfect for quiet canoe rides with God), a 
large forest with plenty of wildlife. The farm even 
includes part of an island in the Saint John river!  The 
Threshing Floor (the name we are giving this ministry) 
is very well situated. It is only 15 minutes from 
downtown Fredericton and 5 minutes from downtown 
Oromocto.  We’ve included a number of photos from 
around the property.  

Our family will be relocating across the city to the farm, 
early summer and will begin preparation to 

accommodate individuals for retreats and organizing cross-denominational prayer meetings.  We share 
our current home with Don’s sister and she will take care of the house.

TO DO LIST: 

There is a lot of work to be done, to get things in order at the 
farm, but we trust God for his provision.  If you’d like pitch in and 
help, we have plenty of work for you and we’ll look at organizing 
some work days so folks can come see the place and help out.   
We are still working out the financial aspect so folks who would 
like to contribute financially and receive tax-deductible receipts 
can do that.   For now if you’d like to help out, folks can just 
contribute cash toward paint, flooring..etc.  We need green 
thumbs, plumbers, painters, carpenters and labourers. Our first 
project will be refreshing the guest wing by painting, putting 
down fresh flooring throughout, and a nice shower for guests. We will be purchasing comfortable new 
mattresses and bedding as well.  Everything is as God provides.  

GUEST ACCOMMODATIONS: 

There will be no charge for guests. We will simply ask them to contribute “their share” through donations 
and/or helping around the farm.  We envision this as an affordable meeting place for church groups as well 
as individuals on retreat.  Guests will be accommodated on one wing of the house with their own private 
entrance. They will be self catered and will have their own rooms, with a large common room, kitchenette 
and washroom available.  We want to strike a good balance of living in community with guests while 
giving them space and time with God.  Lord willing, in the future,  we would like to build small cottages 

around this beautiful property. The Tent of Meeting will of 
course remain available for folks who need complete solitude.

What is the purpose? 

A place of prayer- for spiritual awakening and intercession- 
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each day will have a simple rhythm of prayer.  Morning, Noon and Evening.  We will also host cross 
denominational nights of prayer.

A place of equipping- believers through discipleship weekends, seminars and conferences.  

A place to meet God -hungering and thirsting people often need a place to get away and be ministered 
to by the Holy Spirit.  Even Jesus had to physically remove himself to quiet places to be with his Father.

What is best of all, is that God has done this great work!  He has made possible the impossible!  No one 
can claim credit for this.  Paul said, “..Man’s faith would not rest on men’s wisdom but on God’s power.”(1 
Cor2:5) The power of God let loose destroys arguments. One of my favourite quotes is “A man with an 
experience is never at the mercy of a man with an argument.” (Ravenhill)   We want people to know that 
Faith is Substance by experience not argument, and this is a place where people will meet with God, 
and discover that He is real! 

 I’m not sure about you but, I’m sick and tired of just reading about revival and hearing of how God used 
to do great miracles and wonders. The world mocks God and the Church and taunts it just like the 
Philistines mocked Samson in his weakness.  The Church in North America a sleeping titan; a disgraced 
and compromised Sampson. Should the Church awake under the power of the Holy Spirit, Hell’s gates 
will tremble again.   My prayer is that one day in Fredericton the godless and rebellious would once again 
ask of the church, the way Philistines puzzled over Sampson: “What is the secret of your strength?”

One of the biggest roadblocks regarding endeavours of faith and demonstrating the power of God is 
when pride gets in the way.  Steps of faith mean attempting things for God that will likely make you look 
foolish, lose face, and even disappoint expectations of people you respect.  Pride and selfish-ambition has 
to die on the altar of faith.  

I’ve always been somewhat haunted by the words in Hebrews 11 that say, “without faith it is impossible to 
please God.”   I often ask myself this question: “If I can’t please God without faith, then what am I 
risking right now by faith to please my King? Am I pleasing God at all?” My heart is always so pleased 
every time my children trust me enough to catch them when they jump into my arms.  Brothers and 
sisters…step off the cliff into the hands of God, and in so doing you will please your Father in Heaven.

Brothers and sisters rejoice with us, for God has shown His strong arm.  He is the same yesterday today 
and forever!          

�4

http://www.threshingfloor.ca

